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Town of Milton
Selectboard Meeting Minutes

January 26, 2015 6:00 PM Board Meeting
Community Room

Selectboard Members Present: Darren Adams, Chair; John Gifford, Vice Chair; John Bartlett, Clerk;

Stuart King (via Skype), and Brenda Steady

Selectboard Members Not Present: none

Staff Members Present: Brian Palaia, Town Manager; Erik Wells, Executive Assistant/HR Coordinator;

Jake Hemmerick, Town Planner

Others Present: Henry Bonges, Planning Commission Member; Julie Rutz, Planning Commission
Member; Tony Micklus, Planning Commission Member

I Call to Order — Adams called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

L. Flag Salute — Adams led the attendees in a Salute to the Flag.

. Budget Review

A) Discussion and Finalization of FY 2016 Budget, Ballot Items, and Town Meeting

Warning

Palaia stated the revised FY '16 budget reflects the additional changes the Board
requested last week with a $120,000 increase to the paving line item followed by a 1%
reduction in the budget overall. This is a 2 cent tax rate increase, with a 4.1% budget
increase overall. Adams asked if additional savings could be found to set the budget
increase at 3.9% from FY ‘15 by cutting an additional $10,000. After discussion, it was
determined an additional $7,500 would be cut from the contingency budget and the
$2,500 allocated to cover membership to the National League of Cities & Towns line
item would be cut from the Selectboard budget to achieve the additional $10,000 in

savings.

Gifford motioned to adopt a budget for Fiscal Year 2016 in the amount of $7,519,071 of
which to be raised by taxes is $5,391,568. Second by Bartlett. Approved unanimously.

Palaia stated the Articles to be approved for the Town Meeting Warning: 1) Acceptance
of the Town Report; 2) Election of Town/School Officials; 3) The FY "16 Budget; 4) Tax
exempt status for the Milton Family Community Center for five years; 5) Acceptance of
general obligation bonds to not exceed $2,400,000 to finance Route 7 Corridor
improvements in the Town Core.

Gifford motioned to adopt the resolution of the certificate for the indebtedness as

presented. Seconded by Bartlett. Approved unanimously.

Gifford motioned to adopt the declaration of the official intent of the Town of Milton to
reimburse certain expenditures from proceeds of indebtedness. Seconded by Bartlett.

Approved unanimously.
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B)

Q)

Gifford motioned to warn Town Meeting by accepting the agenda of Articles 1-5.
Seconded by Bartlett. Approved unanimously.

Town Manager Transition Status

Palaia stated that he is working on a transition memo to provide Interim Town Manager
Paul Bohne. He participated in meetings with staff last week addressing the bid award
selection for the solar projects and current litigation suits the Town is involved in. The
memo gives high level background of ongoing Town projects, next steps and where to
go to find resources. Palaia said he is hoping to get a meeting with VTrans by the end of
the week if possible. It was discussed that the Board can reappoint the Interim Manager
to take the place of Palaia on Boards and Commissions or advertise so other members of
the community can take part. Adams said this could be addressed at the next Board
meeting or staff members could be assigned as this could take away from Bohne’s time.
Bartlett affirmed that emergency operations protocols were in place during this
transition. Bohne will begin serving as Interim Town Manager on Monday, February 2.

Possible Reconsideration of Public Hearing for Interim Zoning on February 17th
Adams stated since this item was added to the agenda at the January 20" meeting after
the agenda was posted charter requires it to be warned by the Board again so comment
can be heard from the public in a transparent process.

Palaia stated this notice would put interim zoning in place that could last up to two
years. Currently there are a number of developments in different stages of their
approval process. It may deter developers from wanting to pursue projects in Milton
during this period. This notice could potentially invalidate approvals that were already
made. Gifford stated holding a public hearing enables the Board to step back and listen
to public input regarding this matter and the direction for the zoning it affects.

Planning Commission Members present stated development could still take place in the
M4 District if it followed the Interim Zoning Guidelines. The Commission is unanimously
in favor of interim zoning because there is a serious problem with commercial
development in the M4 district due to residential development. The Commission wants
to reevaluate based on new information that has recently come in, and correct what is
happening in the M4 district if Milton is to grow in the way envisioned. It was stated
there are no conflicts of interest held by Commission Members. (Note: The M4 District
stretches roughly along Route 7 in the town core from West Milton Rd. to Bombardier

Rd.).

Adams stated he doesn’t want to be in a situation where displeasure with the direction
the M4 district’s development is headed is ongoing. The Town is riding on the success of
this downtown area, and if it is filled with just residential or multi-family development
then the plans for the future will not happen, he added. The Board hopes it would not
take two years to make the changes. The Planning Commission is seeking additional
public comment and insight from developers on this and views a public hearing as the
means to accomplish this. Adams stated the public hearing on February 17" opens the
door on this process.

Gifford motioned to reaffirm the public hearing for interim zoning on Feb 17th as
presented at the January 20" meeting. Second by Bartlett. Approved unanimously.
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98 . Adjournment
99
100 Gifford motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 p.m. Second by Barlett. Approved
101 unanimously.
102
103 These proceedings were live-streamed and filmed by LCATV and audio-recorded by the Town.
104
105 Respectfully Submitted,

o LW e 2llis

¥
108 John B tt, Selectboard Clerk ‘
109

110 Filed with Milton Town Clerk’s Office on this %’l day of ﬁ&g Z()ib

111
112 ATTEST: /&ﬁ} @Q»-\ Milton Assistant Town Clerk

)
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