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Minutes of 
TOWN OF MILTON  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
November 20, 2014 

 
Members Present: Brian Palaia, Chair; Andrew Bessy; John Gifford; Louis H. Mossey III; and 
Courtney Lamdin 
Members Absent: John Barone; Curt Carter; Lori Donna; Tony Micklus; Jeanne O’Bryan  
Staff Present: Katherine Sonnick, Planning Director 
Visitors Present:  None 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Call Meeting to Order: Brian Palaia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 8:00 am. 
 
Public Forum:  None. 
 
Agenda Review:  None. 
 
Development Update:  The Economic Development Commission (EDC) talked about the 
application from Billy Sawyer before DRB.  The site currently has several residences on it as 
well as Emil’s auto repair.  The proposal is for several multi-unit residential building to be built 
in two phases.  The EDC asked if it was possible to ask for the new drive/road to be constructed 
as a through road for connection to the McCormick parcel.  Katherine noted that it looks like a 
lease has been signed on the bagel place.  With some sort of food service on the side, facing 
Hannaford and a family friendly laundry mat on the side facing Haydenberry.  Brian asked if 
anyone had heard more about the Simindinger parcel.  Katherine would check into it.  She 
mentioned that there had been some interest of a convenience store/gas station at the 
southwestern corner of Haydenberry and Route 7.  The EDC discussed that convenience store at 
this location would be attractive for morning commuters.  The Jim Carroll parcel on 
Haydenberry Drive received its preliminary approval by the DRB for single-family homes and 
duplexes as a part of a PUD.  Bove’s sauce factory received their Act 250 approvals and Gabe 
Handy has received his zoning permit for the multi-family development off Centre Drive.  
Katherine noted that Cathedral Square has run into a hopefully small snag with the requirement 
to look further into archeological resources.  Andrew noted that Air Boss was looking into a 
long-term lease with some internal renovations, as they are expanding their business in Milton.  
He noted that he has had a hard time finding qualified employees. 
 
Discussion – Legislative Breakfast: Brian discussed the details of the Legislative Breakfast 
scheduled for December 10 at 8:00 am.  This will be in place of the December EDC meeting.   
Rick’s will be providing the food.  Topics include alternative economic development programs, 
property tax reform, education tax reform, and transportation needs.  The format has been 
changed a bit to allow each invitee to speak a bit first about issues that are important to them.  
Brain noted that attendance might be down a bit as the CCRPC is holding a similar event the 
following week. 
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Route 7 Improvement Committee Findings Update: The EDC discussed the ten 
recommendations of the Improvement Committee.  The ideas are landscaping along Route 7, 
Way-finding Signage, Underground Utilities, Lighting on Route 7, General Stannard House, 
Business Association Guided Property Maintenance, Multi-Use Path, Aesthetic Guidelines, 
Grants/Micro-Load Program, and a Town Green.  The EDC spent some time talking about the 
Business Association Maintenance idea.  Andrew and Courtney talked about collaborating with 
local business in a type of “Habitat for Humanity” commercial property spruce up.  Courtney 
noted that the Milton Family Center currently has a similar project for youth, something like 
“Hands for Hire”.  They thought it would be a good idea to see if they could get contributions 
from stores like ACE.  Katherine will talk further with Tony about this and see if this might be 
what the Milton Business Association needs to be energized again. 
 
Other Business: Courtney asked about whether the Wednesday morning meeting time was still 
working for everyone as recently the EDC has had some issues making a quorum.  Those in 
attendance agreed that Wednesday was still a suitable time for them. 
 
Review and Approval of Minutes: Andrew Bessy voted to approve the July 9, 2014 minutes, 
seconded by Courtney Lamdin.  All present voted in favor.  Motion passed. 
 
Adjournment: Andrew Bessy made a motion, seconded by Lou Mossey, to adjourn the meeting 
at 9:10 a.m.  All present voted in favor.  Motion passed.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________________  Date Approved:_______________________ 
Brian Palaia, Chair 
 
________________________________ 
Katherine Sonnick, Planning Director 


