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Town of Milton Conservation Meeting Minutes of December 15, 2015 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 1 

The Vice-Chair called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 2 

 3 

2. ATTENDANCE 4 

Members Present: Judith Kinner, Chair; Dan Gaherty, Vice-Chair; Bonnie Pease and Laurie 5 

DiCesare.  6 

Members Absent: Jay Maurice 7 

Staff Present: Jeff Castle, Town Planner 8 

Public Present: None 9 

 10 

3. AGENDA REVIEW 11 

Additions: Discussion of Eagle Mountain and Lamoille River Walk signage as part of mini 12 

Recreational Trails Grant. 13 

Deletions: None 14 

 15 

4. PUBLIC FORUM 16 

None 17 

 18 

5. OLD BUSINESS 19 

 20 

5(A). Conservation Commission Bylaws 21 
 22 
Minor revisions were made to the bylaws.  The Commission agreed to sign the new bylaws at the next 23 
meeting after final revisions are completed. 24 
 25 
5(B). Green Up Day Participation 26 
 27 
Staff clarified that the washing and sorting of recyclable was not a requirement for Green Up Day as 28 
explained by the State coordinator.  Castle read through a timeline of responsibilities that had been created 29 
by a former Green Up Day coordinator, Frank Buswell. The responsibilities are broken down into tasks that 30 
should be completed in order for the event to run smoothly.  After hearing the limited responsibly of the 31 
coordinator, the Commission agreed to take on that role for the event. Castle agreed that the items 32 
highlighted in the timeline should be added to the appropriate future agendas as to facilitate the delegation 33 
of responsibly. A MOTION by Laurie DiCesare, SECOND by Dan Gaherty to take on the organizational and 34 
management responsibilities of the Green Up Day coordinator for the event scheduled May 7, 2016. 35 
Unanimously APPROVED (4-0). 36 

 37 

6. NEW BUSINESS 38 
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 1 

6(A). Town Forest Map and Brochure Printing 2 
Minor changes were made to the brochure which were missed by Staff and will be incorporated into the final 3 
map. Castle shared that a request for quotes has been made, and we are waiting to hear back.  He will share 4 
the quotes when they are received.  The Commission agreed that no printing should take place until the 5 
price is known.  Castle inquired if the Commission would like to have a metal sign created for the Town 6 
Forest that would be similar to the new sign created for Eagle Mountain.  Castle agreed to make a mock up 7 
of a possible sign design using the content already created for the map and brochure. 8 

 9 

6(B). Major Recreational Trails Program Grant 10 
Castle had contacted the Grant Administrator for the Town Forest Major Recreational Trails Grant about the 11 
added cost of wetland permitting and the possibility of amending the scope of the trail project to offset the 12 
added cost.  It was suggested that the Conservation Commission fundraise for the additional money or 13 
materials needed to make up the difference, and that amending the scope could be attempted.  The 14 
Commission did not wish to pursue fundraising at this stage due to the potential for delaying the project 15 
timeline. Gaherty shared some budget calculations, and it seems that by removing the boardwalk and 16 
platform from the project, the available budget could be met.  The Commission was supportive of 17 
fundraising efforts to continue the project and complete the boardwalk and viewing platform after the 18 
completion of the work funded by the grant. Castle stated that any proposed amendment to the scope of the 19 
project should be approved by the Selectboard prior to being submitted to the Grant Administrator. He 20 
would look into when a proposed amendment could be created and reviewed by the Selectboard. 21 

 22 

6(C). VYCC Lamoille River Walk 23 
 24 
The Commission reviewed the application requirements for the VYCC grant they would like to pursue for 25 
assistance in reconstruction of bridge in need of repair on the Lamoille River Walk.  Castle agreed to find the 26 
grant materials that were prepared for the original grant for the bridge.  Staff will follow up with VYCC to 27 
determine if there are requirements for wetland permitting for the replacement of a stream crossing. An 28 
attempt will be made to get an application in as soon a possible. Gaherty and Pease offered to help prepare 29 
that application if assistance is needed. 30 
 31 

6(D). Eagle Mountain Brochure Holders 32 

The problem of people smashing the brochure holders at Eagle Mountain was discussed.  The 33 

replacement cost is around $20.  It was thought that new holders would likely be destroyed quickly 34 

upon replacement.  Gaherty suggested that he may be able to build a replacement out of scrap 35 

would.  It was decided that the purchase of a new holder was not necessary at this time. 36 

 37 

7. STAFF UPDATES 38 
 39 
7(A). General Update  40 
Castle shared that Amanda Pitts, Zoning Administrator, is now back full time in the Planning Office.   He 41 
also shared that he recently attended a conference put on by the Vermont Planners Association that focused 42 
on storm water and green infrastructure. He also shared that he has been appointed as an alternate on the 43 
CCRPC’s Clean Water Advisory Committee. 44 

 45 

8. MINTUES OF November 17, 2015 46 
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No changes to the minutes were requested.  Pease MOVED to approve the Minutes of November 1 

17, 2015, SECOND by DiCesare.  Unanimously APPROVED (3-0). The Chair abstained due to 2 

Absence from the November meeting. 3 

 4 

9. ADJOURNMENT 5 

DiCesare MOVED to adjourn the meeting at 9:29 p.m., SECOND by Pease.  Unanimously 6 

APPROVED (4-0). 7 

 8 

Minutes approved by the Commission this ___________ day of _____________, 2016. 9 

 10 

 11 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 12 

Judith Kinner, Chair 13 

/jwc 14 

 15 

Filed with the Town Clerk this ___________ day of _____________, 2015. 16 

 17 


