O 0 NI O U1 i WO N =

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

MILTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

Meeting Type: . Regular Meeting
Date: Tuesday, October 27, 2015
o Time: .. 6:30 p.m.
~ Place: Municipal Building Community Room
Address: 43 Bombardier Road, Milton, Vermont 05468-3205
Contact: 802.893.1186 *
Website: miltonvt.org

1. CALL TO ORDER
The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.

2. ATTENDANCE

Members Present: Judith Kinner, Chair; Dan Gaherty, Vice-Chair; Bonnie Pease and Laurie
DiCesare.

Members Absent: Jay Maurice

Staff Present: Jeff Castle, Town Planner

Public Present: None

3. AGENDA REVIEW
Additions: None
Deletions: None

4. PUBLIC FORUM
None

5. OLD BUSINESS

5(A). Capital Improvement Plan Recommendations

The Commission examined the language from the previous Capital Improvement Plan to discuss if the
language included is adequate for the Commission’s plans for the next year. It was suggested that the
section on the Town Forest Improvements be updated to reflect the current status of the Forest project.
Components that are not going to be acted on, such as the establishment of primitive camping, should be
removed. The construction of the ADA trail should be included. Language highlighting the need for funds
to cover permitting and delineation in support of the grant that has been received for the construction of the
ADA trail should be included.

Castle updated the Commission on the status of the Recreational Trails Grant. A memo has been sent to the
Town Manager updating her on the unexpected costs from wetland delineation and permitting may require
additional funds if the project is to be completed. Castle shared that requests for quotes for a wetland
delineation have been sent out to multiple delineators, and we are waiting for responses.

5(B). Budget for FY2017

The current state of the Conservation Commission budget was discussed. The commission has spent $50 of
the $800 budget thus far. The use of a large portion of the budged for the repair of the VYCC bridge on the
Lamoille River walk was discussed. It was unclear at the time when the deadline for the VYCC requests are.
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1 The Commission felt that the budget may be adequate for materials for the bridge reconstruction. If not,

2 additional grant funding would be needed for the project.

3

4 6. NEW BUSINESS

5

6 6(A). Town Forest Map and Brochure Final Approval

7 Final edits were made to the town forest map and brochure. It was suggested that shading be used
§  to clarify and differentiate the portions of the map which include conservation easement land that is

9  accessible to the public and private land which is not. Minor edits were made to the brochure
10 language. Castle agreed to incorporate final recommendations and edits. The commission
11 AGREED that once these changes are made, the map and brochure are finalized.
12
13 6(B). Mini Recreational Trails Grant Program
14 The Commission discussed the timeline for the Mini Recreational Trails Grant for the Lamoille
15  River Walk and Eagle Mountain. Castle requested that before any purchases are made, an estimate
16 is given to the Town for approval. Once purchases are approved, a Purchase Order may be sent by
17 the vendor to the Town for payment from grant funds. It was agreed that purchasing of basic
18  materials would not be necessary until we are closer to installation in the spring after the ground
19  thaws. Gaherty suggested that the winter months be spent working on having the signs made so
20 that they are ready for the spring.
21
22 6(C). Conservation Commission Bylaws
23 Minor edits were made on the most recent draft of the updated Conservation Commission bylaws.
24 Castle agreed to incorporate the corrections before final approval.
25
26 6(D). ADA Policy on Mobility Devices
27 Bonnie presented material she had collected during Municipal Day from the Agency of Natural
28  Resources regarding their policy for the use of mobility devises on ANR land. The definition of a
29  mobility device has been expanded to include motorized devices that were not primarily designed
30  for the mobility of individuals with disabilities. This definition includes ATVs, and other devices.
31 ANR has created a policy in which people who would like to use mobility devices other than
32 wheelchairs must acquire a user pass. It was agreed that this is something to be aware of and
33 consider for the future. Policies could be adopted for the town parks, such as a speed limit for
34 mobility devises in order to allow for those with disabilities to enjoy the parks while not causing a
35  danger to other users or damaging trails and natural areas. Once the ADA trail has been
36 constructed in the Town Forest, a policy to control the use of ATVs and other non-wheelchair
37  devices should be considered.
38
39  7.STAFF UPDATES
40 Castle shared that a property owner on the old Marquette Farm Road stopped into the Planning
41 office to report that users of the Town Forest are cutting through her property. They are following
42 the stream from the marsh onto her land and then walking up Westford Road to the parking lot.
43 They are leaving behind dog waste.
44
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Jacob Hemmerick will be attending the Conservation Summit - 100 Years of Town Forests event on
November 7th at the Vermont Technical College in Randolph. He has been asked to talk about the
tiny grant that was received to fund the trail design in the Town Forest. Commissioners were
invited to attend.

8. MINTUES OF September 21, 2015
No changes to the minutes were requested. Pease MOVED to approve the Minutes of September
21, 2015, SECOND by DiCesare. Unanimously APPROVED (4-0).

9. ADJOURNMENT
Pease MOVED to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 p.m., SECOND by Gaherty. Unanimously
APPROVED (4-0).

Minutes approved by the Commission this day of , 2015.

Judith Kinner, Chair
/jwc

Filed with the Town Clerk this day of , 2015.
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