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TOWN OF MILTON 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
Planning & Economic Development Department 
43 Bombardier Road 
Milton, Vermont 05468-3205 
www.miltonvt.org 
(802) 893-1186 

 

MEMO 
 

TO:  Conservation Commission 
  Recreation Commission 
FROM:  Jacob Hemmerick, Town Planner  
CC:  Town Manager/Selectboard 
  Planning Commission 
  Director of Public Works 
DATE:  April 22, 2015 
RE:  MOUNTAIN BIKING IN MILTON 

 
This Memo is meant to provide context for the discussion between the Conservation Commission, Recreation 
Commission and Fellowship of the Wheel at their joint meeting on Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
The conversation began in October when the Conservation Commission visited Hinesburg Town Forest with 
their Town Forest Committee to learn more about ways the Fellowship of the Wheel cooperates with 
municipalities to build and maintain trails.  To learn more about the Fellowship (a non-profit organization), a 
brochure is attached for your information. 
 
I'm writing to point out that there are several tie-ins to Milton's duly adopted planning documents.  As both 
Commissions know, these documents represent hours of conversations at long evening meetings, broad 
community input, and tough negotiations to arrive at a shared vision.  They communicate a vision that informs 
this conversation.  Bringing the plans off the shelf and back into conversations is what keeps them relevant. 
 
1)  The adopted Town Forest Management Plan, last amended August 1, 2011, states in Article II (d) Phase III 
(2018-2011): 
 

Make improvements to the Bove Property main trial to allow for horseback riding and mountain biking 
and designate trails for these uses in the Municipal Forest.  The necessary upgrades to accommodate 
these use should be done on both properties at the same time so as to avoid a confusing situation. 

 
Conservation Commissioners have expressed some concerns about the intensity of these uses. 
 
2)  The adopted 2013 Comprehensive Plan establishes the following goals: 
 

 Economic Dev 3.3.5. 
Utilize the Town's geographic location and natural resources to market the Town to attract visitors. 

 Public Facilities 4.4.2.  
Promote public awareness of the benefits of multi-use pathways. 

 Public Facilities 4.4.3.  
Define the policies that will establish allowable uses for future pathways. 

 Public Facilities 4.4.4.  
Encourage multi-modal pathways connections that complement existing and planned sidewalk locations. 

 Public Facilities 4.4.5.  
Encourage the connection of local pathways to regional pathway networks. 

 Public Facilities 4.4.6.   



 

Page 2 of 2  

 

Seek outside funding sources to help pay for feasibility studies, scoping studies and construction of 
prioritized pathways. 

 Energy 5.2.2.  
The Town should seek and pursue funding opportunities for implementing a network of multi-use pathways 
in Town and continue to add to its sidewalk network, which would encourage residents to use alternative 
modes of transportation.  

 Energy 5.2.3.   
In conjunction with the Town’s land use policies, the Town shall continue to support the development of 
sidewalks and multi-use pathways in Town, by both constructing them as part of the Town’s Capital 
 Improvement Plan and by requiring developers to construct them in association with new development 
 projects.  

 Transportation 7.6.  
Pursue multi-use recreation paths in Milton.  

 Land Use 9.11.2.a.  
Encourage recreational uses and facilities along the Lamoille River. 

 Land Use 9.13.3.a.  
Encourage the creation of outdoor recreation facilities for children and adults in East Milton Planning Area. 

 Land Use 9.1.4.  
Develop a multi-modal transit station to incorporate pedestrians, bicycles and bus service. 

 Land Use 9.3.5.b. 
Take advantage of the lake and riverfront areas for recreation and commerce, and be sensitive to the 
resources. 

 Land Use 9.6.1.b.  
Develop fully linked systems to include sidewalks, bike paths, and bus and rail service. 

 Land Use 9.9.3.b.  
Encourage bike/pedestrian connections over the Lamoille River to connect to the Town Core Area. 

 Economic Dev 3.2.3.  
Plan for the development of community, entertainment, and recreation facilities , whether publicly or 
privately owned, which create destinations and a sense of community. 

 
3) Comprehensive Plan Map 10 and 11 depict Parks and Recreation Areas in Milton, as well as proposed 
pathway connections (attached). 
 
4) The 20-year Recreation Master Plan includes citizen survey results.  Among the top new recreation facilities 
that residents said they would most like to see were bicycle and pedestrian paths.  Furthermore, respondents 
said that one of the activities they would most like to see at the Town Forest is mountain biking. 
 
After reviewing adopted Planning Documents, there is a clear planning basis to support multi-use (mountain 
biking/pedestrian) trials. 
 
Two key questions for the Commissions to answer as a result of this conversation and prior to making 
any recommendations to the Selectboard: 

 Is a possible partnership with the Fellowship of the Wheel right for Milton? 

 What are the best locations for this recreational use? 
 
Multi-use recreational trails can be a valued community amenity, add to quality of life and expand 
transportation choices; and -- when done on a larger, connected scale -- can be a salient tourism and retail 
economic development factor for Vermont communities.  Access, proximity to user population and parking are 
key factors to consider. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.   
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