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Manager’s Report 
By Brian Palaia, Town Manager 
 

Dear Residents,  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to share an update on some events 

happening in Town. 
  

Capital Projects 

 

 The Town purchased a 14 yard tandem dump truck. This vehicle 

replaces a 2005 International with 120,000 miles on it. Having a newer fleet that is under warranty helps  

manage down time and contracted repair and maintenance costs. 

 

 

 

One other tandem 14 yard dump and one 7 yard single axle dump 

truck have been ordered and are currently being built. 
 

  

 

 

 

The Town engaged Aldrich & Elliott engineers to do some design work for reconstructing a 500’ section of  

Everest Road. The bid for the construction work will go out next month and construction is scheduled for the 

fall.  
 

 The Vermont Agency on Transportation (VTrans) provided an update on the US-7 / Middle Rd. /  

Railroad St. Intersection Project to the Selectboard at their last meeting. Although there were no major red 

flags revealed by the existing conditions mapping completed by VTrans, VTrans is no longer supportive of the 

preferred alternative the Town has chosen. VTrans only wants to complete the northern hourglass portion of 

the project. In addition, VTrans believes it will take 5-7 years to complete the project. 
 

The Town’s Preferred Full Hour Glass Solution 
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   VTrans Northern Hourglass Solution  

 

 

 

 

Completing only the northern hourglass is not acceptable to the 

Town. The Town will continue to work with its regional, state, and 

community partners to advocate for the full the project to be done 

the right way.  
 

  

 

 

 
 

 The Town is working on two sidewalk expansion projects: 1) McMullen Road between Hobbs Road and  

Railroad Street and 2) a portion of Cherry Street to Railroad Street. The Town is experiencing delays in the  

review by VTrans for the McMullen Street sidewalk project. We continue to push VTrans to complete their  

review so we can construct the project this fall. The Town has had an initial meeting with railroad staff to start 

the design of the Cherry Street connection. An additional crossing will likely have to be added for the sidewalk. 

Some alignment work with Cherry Street may also be needed. 
   

 The Town is continuing work on an assessment for a new public works and recreation facility. The  

Recreation Commission will be getting feedback on basic versus wishlist programming for the new space at 

National Night Out and the Milton Activities Fair next month.   A draft of the assessment will be discussed at a 

Selectboard meeting in the near future. 

   

 The Selectboard authorized a bid award last week to add a zero turn mower to the equipment available 

for town maintenance. We also accepted bids to replace the tractor that handles mowing for the park fields; 

however, we are going to delay replacing it and see if the zero turn mower will be adequate.  

Department Updates 
 

Finance  
 

 The Town held a tax sale this month on 3 properties. One was sold at tax sale. There were no bidders 

for the remaining two properties. The Town is continuing field work to prepare for the annual audit next 

month.  
  

 You can now make your tax or utility payments through the town website at  

http://www.miltonvt.org/onlinepayments.html. 
 

Police 
 

 On July 21st, 2014 The Milton Police located a 2013 lime green Jeep Wrangler abandoned in the woods 

behind Birchwood Manor Trailer Park, located on West Milton Road in Milton. Investigation revealed it was  

stolen in Burlington earlier that morning. If anyone has any information regarding this crime, they are asked to 

http://www.miltonvt.org/onlinepayments.html


contact the Milton Police Department at (802) 893-6171. 

 

Public Works 
 

 Public Works is continuing maintenance on gravel roads, pothole patching, leak detection in the  

water system, field maintenance, and roadside mowing.  The department is continuing to follow up on 

punch list items from this spring’s paving work.  
 

 We are pleased to announce that Public Works Supervisor Dustin Keelty has been recognized by the 

Vermont Local Roads Association as a Roads Scholar. 
   

 If you see a problem or area that needs service you may request service online at  

http://request.miltonvt.org/request.html or you can call 893-6030 between 8 am and 5 pm. 

 

Planning &  Economic Development 
 

 The Selectboard will hold a second public hearing on the zoning ordinance amendments it made to 

the Planning Commission’s proposal last month at their August 4th meeting. The Planning Commission is 

continuing work on additional ordinance amendments that will be proposed this fall. The Development  

Review Board continues to be moderately busy with new applications and permit activity is slightly higher 

so far than last year. The Selectboard appointed Amanda Pitts to be Zoning Administrator and Health  

Officer for a 3 year term. 
 

 Planning home improvements?  Installing a shed or deck?  Summer is a great time to tackle projects, 

but keep in mind that some projects require a zoning permit.  If you’re unsure about permitting  

requirements, check out Planning’s Frequently Asked Questions page here.  We’re here to help you do it 

right, so you and your neighbors can protect your real estate investment. You can also reach us by phone at 

893-1186.   
 

 Increased low-interest loans are now available through Milton’s sponsorship of a grant application 

on behalf of Champlain Housing Trust. Please contact Champlain Housing Trust at 802-862-6244 or visit 

www.getahome.org/loans for more information. 
 

Assessors 
 

The new grand list for 2014 is $11,177,483. A significant amount of the value increase is attributable to 

growth in our TIF Districts. Amy Couture has been hired to work part time in our Assessor’s Office as the 

new Assessment Clerk.  
 

National Night Out 
 

 The Town and its community partners 

are hosting National Night Out on the evening 

of Tuesday, August 5th starting at 5:30 pm at 

the Municipal Complex. Please join us for this 

great event! Visit http://miltonyouth.org/

NNO/ for more information. 
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Board and Commission Positions and Vacancies 
The Town is accepting applications for the following positions:  
  

 Conservation Commission -‐one 4‐year term beginning July 1, 2014  

 Conservation Commission ‐ two terms to expire June 30, 2017 & 2018  

 Planning Commission ‐ one 4‐year term beginning 7/1/2014  
 

 You can download an application for these positions at http://www.miltonvt.org/images/pdffiles/

apps/Comm-BoardApp.pdf.  

 You can turn in your application to the Town Manager’s Office by mail at 43 Bombardier Drive or by 

email to ajanda@town.milton.vt.us.  

Upcoming Meetings 
(Meetings subject to cancellation or change) 
 

 Selectboard – August 4 and August 18 at 6 pm 

 Development Review Board -  August 14 & August 28 at 7 pm 

 Recreation Commission - August 14 at 6 pm 

 Planning Commission – August 5 and August 19 at 7 pm 

 Economic Development Commission - August 13 at 8 am 
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