Board of Abatement
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 @ 5:30 p.m.
Municipal Building Community Room (43 Bombardier Road)
MINUTES
BCA Members Present: Jon Hughes, Chair; Brenda Steady, Vice Chair & Selectboard Member;
Kristin Beers, BCA Clerk; Kevin Endres, JP; Mary Ann Godin, JP; Reginald Godin, JP; Christopher
Mattos, JP; Leland Morgan, JP; Wendell Noble, JP; John Palasik, JP; Michael Morgan, JP &
Selectboard Member; Darren Adams, Selectboard Member; Chris Taylor, Selectboard Member;
John Gifford, Town Treasurer
BCA Members Not Present: Charles Barsalow, JP; Steve Burke, JP; Amy Maxfield, JP; Mary
Noble, JP; Thomas Rowley, JP; John Fitzgerald, Selectboard Member
Others Present: None
1. Board of Abatement meeting was called to order by Jon Hughes at 5:31 p.m.
2. Jon Hughes led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. John Gifford presented three proposed abatements:
a. Housekeeping abatement:
i. Wendell Noble moved to abate the low balance due, for a total of $0.81.
ii. John Palasik seconded.
iii. Motion passed unanimously.
b. Other abatement:
i. Leland Morgan moved to abate 20-21 taxes, late penalty and interest, for a
total of $5,979.42, for a parcel purchased by the town in June 2020.
ii. Darren Adams seconded.
iii. Motion passed unanimously.
c. Coventry Camper Trailer
i. Michael Morgan moved to abate the 20-21 taxes, late penalty and interest,
for the camper trailer at 55 Mile Road, a total of $161.74, considering the
lack of documentation, amount, and cost for attempting to collect.
ii. Wendell Noble seconded.
iii. Motion passed unanimously.
4. Leland Morgan moved to adjourn the Board of Abatement meeting at 5:36 pm. Michael
Morgan seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Kristin Beers
APPROVED MINUTES:
_______________________________________________________ Date: ________________________
Jon Hughes, Chair

Board of Civil Authority
Wednesday, October 27, 2021
(Immediately followed the Board of Abatement Meeting)
Municipal Building Community Room (43 Bombardier Road)
MINUTES
BCA Members Present: Jon Hughes, Chair; Brenda Steady, Vice Chair & Selectboard Member;
Kristin Beers, BCA Clerk; Kevin Endres, JP; Mary Ann Godin, JP; Reginald Godin, JP; Christopher
Mattos, JP; Amy Maxfield, JP; Leland Morgan, JP; Wendell Noble, JP; John Palasik, JP; Michael
Morgan, JP & Selectboard Member; Darren Adams, Selectboard Member; Chris Taylor,
Selectboard Member; John Gifford, Town Treasurer
BCA Members Not Present: Charles Barsalow, JP; Steve Burke, JP; Mary Noble, JP; Thomas
Rowley, JP; John Fitzgerald, Selectboard Member
Others Present: None
1. Milton BCA meeting was called to order by Jon Hughes at 5:36 p.m.
2. Verified that all in attendance had a chance to review the proposed House district
reapportionment materials from the Legislative Apportionment Board (LAB).



Every ten years, the State is required to reapportion voting districts based on
updated population data (census).
The LAB proposed 150 single-member House districts, where there are no twomember districts, to ensure that Vermonters have equal representation. An ideal
sized district would be a population of 4,287 per single member. The LAB proposal
divides Milton into four single-member districts, crossing town lines with South
Hero/Grand Isle, Georgia and Westford/Essex.

3. Discussion:










The current House of Representative construct for Milton works in its current form
without encroaching the borders of the town in a convoluted manner.
The LAB proposal will not only “chop” Milton up, but (from vast experience working
with voters) will add to the confusion, even more than we already have, with our
current two districts.
Voters will feel disenfranchised, and not feel like they “belong” to Milton.
We need to keep voting districts within Milton.
Milton could end up with less House representation with the districts as proposed.
Smaller single-member voter districts may prove easier to find volunteers, workers,
public servants.
Single-member districts may provide better representation, and could have greater
racial equity.
With two-member districts, the 2 representatives can work together, and one may
know more about a particular issue than the other.
“In today’s climate” we don’t want to increase voter confusion.










When we provide LAB with our feedback, we may need to consider the fallout and
effect of the numbers on neighboring towns.
Could we offer the LAB a plan A and a plan B?
We don’t want to give LAB too many options – just one voted on result.
The LAB will take the option they prefer, if we provide more than one option.
We would prefer to keep the status quo – our two 2-member districts seem to work
within the LAB’s desired district population ratio.
The last time the State reapportioned districts, the Legislature did not adopt any of
the changes.
As a group, regardless of politics, we all agree that we don’t like Milton being carved
up into four voting districts.
The Secretary of State’s office confirmed that if Milton ended up with 4 voting
districts, we would not be required to have 4 tabulators. One tabulator can be
programmed to accept ballots from multiple districts.

4. Kevin Endres made the motion: The Milton BCA does not accept the LAB’s proposed
reapportionment because we do not want Milton carved up more than it already is.
Reginald Godin seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
5. Leland Morgan made the motion: The Milton BCA moves to keep our voting districts as they
exist today, because the numbers are well within the desired limits, creating less confusion
for the voters. Brenda seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
6. Discussion:
 Kristin will draft a response for the LAB’s required Board of Civil Authority Feedback
Form, and blind copy it to all BCA members for review before submittal.
7. Motion to adjourn was made by Leland Morgan and seconded by Darren Adams at 6:54 pm.
Motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Kristin Beers
APPROVED MINUTES:
_______________________________________________________ Date: ________________________
Jon Hughes, Chair

